3ro	A MODERN COMEDY
mcnt makes a bad mistake of judgment, the electorate turns
against it as soon as it feels the effects. This is a very
sound check on administration ; it may be rough and ready,
but it is the less of two evils. A Board backs its judgment ;
when it loses, it should pay. I think, perhaps, Mr. Tolby,
being our informal Chairman, was out of order in proposing
a vote of no confidence ; if that be so, I should be happy to
do so, myself."
The dead shareholder's " No ! " was so resounding this
time that there was a pause for him to speak ; he remained,
however, without motion. Both of Michael's neighbours
were on their feet. They bobbed at each other over
Michael's head, and Mr. Tolby sat down.
" Mr. Sawdry," he said.
" Look 'ere, gentlemen," said Mr. Sawdry, " and ladies,
this seems to me a case for compromise. The Directors
that knew about the manager ought to go ; but we might
stop at that. The gentleman in front of me keeps on
saying e No.' Let 'im give us 'is views."
" No," said the dead shareholder, but less loudly.
" If a man can't give 'is views," went on Mr. Sawdry,
nearly sitting down on Michael, " 5e shouldn't interrupt, in
my opinion."
A shareholder in the front row now turned completely
round so that he faced the meeting.
" I think," he said, " that to prolong this discussion is to
waste time ; we are evidently in two, if not three, minds.
The whole of the business of this country is now conducted
on a system of delegated trust ; it may be good, it may be
bad—but there it is. You've got to trust somebody. Now,
as to this particular case, we've had no reason to distrust
the Board, so far; and, as I take it, the Board had no
previous reason to distrust the late manager. I think it's
going too far, at present, to propose anything definite like

